


Warm and generally slightly above normal precipitation marked the month of
April around southern New Mexico and west Texas. Thanks to a very warm last
week of the month, April recorded above normal temperatures for most of the
area. April typically records the first 90 plus degree readings for much of the
desert areas. El Paso recorded its first 90 degree reading of the season on April
9th, nearly 3 weeks ahead of schedule.

Looking at precipitation for the month, much of the area was near normal to
above normal. El Paso county was conspicuous among the few areas that were
below normal. To show one how fickle precipitation can be, the east slopes of
the Sacramento Mountains were normal to slightly below normal, while the
west slopes up to the ridge were well above normal. The main culprit for much
of the precipitation was a strong upper low which moved across Arizona on the
22nd and across northern Mexico the following day. This spawned numerous
showers and a few thunderstorms. A few of the thunderstorms were able to
produce landspouts and weak tornadoes in west Texas. This storm system,
which spanned two days, resulted in up to half the monthly precipitation for
many places.

This will be the final digest of the year for snowpack information, but is was a
season with very good news. The upper Rio Grande Basin is still around 120-140



percent of normal. Water equivalent of the snow pack is still at almost 16 inches as of the
end of the month, which is still about 3 inches above normal. Compare that to last year
which had around 2 inches at the same stage. Elephant Butte and Caballo resevoirs
should have a nice recharge this summer, but several more winters of above normal
snowfall are needed to approach back to normal conditions.

Looking ahead to May, temperatures continue to warm. At El Paso, the month begins
with a normal high temperature of 83 degrees and ends the month at 93 degrees.
Daylight also continues to increase with 13 hours and 26 minutes of daylight at the
beginning of May to 14 hours and 5 minutes on the last day of the month.



Tornado  near Clint 

April 22

Dust Devil El Paso 

April 25

Thunderstorm El Paso 

April 24



Snow Cover Mar 31

Snow Cover Apr 30



Total snowfall for this season through Apr 30, 2019



How is the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack doing? The

Following 3 charts show snow pack is at 120-140% of normal



How is the upper Rio Grande Basin snow pack doing? About

Average. These charts show snow pack is around 140% of normal





El Niño Advisory in Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a weak El Niño phase and could remain that 

way into Fall



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

April 23, 2019 Jaunuary 29, 2019

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of April 23, 2019





Temperature and precipitation 

data for April 2019

in El Paso 

= record



2019 year-to-date temperature and precipitation data El Paso 





















http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Date/Time Location (County) Event

APR 3 310 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 73 MPH

APR 3 713 PM SOUTH FRANKLIN PEAK-EL PASO PEAK WIND 64 MPH

APR 3 204 PM MAYHILL 3NW-OTERO PEAK WIND 56 MPH

APR 3 140 PM HACHITA 15SW-HIDALGO PEAK WIND 54 MPH

APR 3 830 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 52 MPH

APR 3 655 PM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO PEAK WIND 48 MPH

APR 10 410 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 102 MPH

APR 10 553 PM SOUTH FRANKLIN PASS-EL PASO PEAK WIND 88 MPH

APR 10 751 AM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 78 MPH

APR 10 455 PM CLOUDCROFT-OTERO PEAK WIND 70 MPH

APR 10 1204 PM MAYHILL 3NW-OTERO PEAK WIND 69 MPH

APR 10 415 PM SUNSPOT-OTERO PEAK WIND 68 MPH

APR 10 1112 PM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO PEAK WIND 67 MPH

APR 10 1206 PM HIGH ROLLS-OTERO PEAK WIND 66 MPH

APR 10 1158 AM HOLLOMAN AFB-OTERO PEAK WIND 63 MPH



Date/Time Location (County) Event

APR 10 1158 AM HOLLOMAN AFB-OTERO PEAK WIND 63 MPH

APR 10 435 PM SANTA TERESA 5NW-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 63 MPH

APR 10 326 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 61 MPH

APR 10 501 PM ORGAN 11NE-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 61 MPH

APR 10 235 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA PEAK WIND 61 MPH

APR 10 117 PM SIERRA BLANCA-HUDSPETH PEAK WIND 59 MPH

APR 10 441 PM MESCALERO-OTERO PEAK WIND 58 MPH

APR 10 1146 AM T OR C AIRPORT-SIERRA PEAK WIND 58 MPH

APR 10 535 PM ALAMOGORDO AIRPORT-OTERO PEAK WIND 56 MPH

APR 10 404 PM CLINT-EL PASO PEAK WIND 56 MPH

APR 10 359 PM REDROCK 12E-GRANT PEAK WIND 55 MPH

APR 10 1140 AM HACHITA 15SW-HIDALOG PEAK WIND 54 MPH

APR 10 100 PM DEMING 2SE-LUNA PEAK WIND 53 MPH

APR 10 1128 AM WINSTON-SIERRA PEAK WIND 52 MPH

APR 10 1050 AM SPACEPORT AMERICA-SIERRA PEAK WIND 52 MPH



Date/Time Location (County) Event

APR 22 526 PM CLINT-EL PASO TORNADO

APR 22 505 PM EL PASO NE-EL PASO THUNDERSTORM GUST 64 MPH

APR 22 510 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS 5NE-DONA ANA THUNDERSTORM GUST 57 MPH

APR 22 510 PM WSMR MAIN POST 18 NE-DONA ANA THUNDERSTORM GUST 55 MPH

APR 23 600 PM PICACHO 1SE-DONA ANA 1.00 INCH HAIL



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/



